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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
MR WLLIAMJOHNSON: M nane is WIliam

P. Johnson. | ama comercial fisherman, and | amthe one
commerci al fisherman on the Pebbl e Advi sory Board. And
my -- |'ve brought up concerns at neetings, and ny najor
concern is the water wwthin the -- within the area. The
mne location is in a valley which are the headwat ers of
the south fork Koktuli River. And you take that in
consideration with the drill holes that they took -- they
made when they explored for the extent of the ore body,
and sone of those bore holes were artesian wells. That
I ndi cates that there is a |lot of water |ocated within that
area. So when the mne site elevation is 775 feet,
roughly, and there is 100 feet of overburden, gravel and
soil, and once they get down into the -- down into ore
bodies, their target depth is 1,700 feet. That neans that
they will be about 1,000 feet below the |evel of the
Il'iamma Lake, 1,000 feet bel ow

And ny major concern is what they're going to do wth
all the water that's going to be flowng into the m ne
hole, the mne pit itself. And |I'mconcerned that the --
when they punp the water out, that it's going to dry up
the rivers that feed both the Upper Talarik Creek and the
south fork of the Koktuli R ver.

So | want the Corps to focus in on what their
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estinmate -- what the estimate is of the water that they
wll have -- need to punp out to keep that mne site dry
and if it -- if the water cones in contact with the ore
body, would it becone contam nated and have to be treated
separately fromthe water. | know that they state that
they will -- they have separate areas where they punp
contam nated water and where they punp regul ar water. |
mean, you know, that you can -- potable water.

They say that they are going to punp water into the
Upper Talarik Creek to keep it flow ng, but when they punp
that water into that area, it's sterile. | nean, it's
cl eaner than the water that's in the creek. And since
Tal ari k Creek, Upper Talarik Creek is a sal non spawni ng
area, the condition of the water is that it's not able to
support snolt and juvenile sal non to grow.

So they said that they can add stuff to the water to

make it, | mean, available so that the sal nbn snolt can
survive, but it is still an area that has to be | ooked
i nt 0.

And secondly, we have to nake sure that the State has
reserved water into the -- into the lake -- | nean, in the
rivers so that sal non can reproduce.

That's ny comrent.

MS. WASSI LI | SI A BENNI S: My nanme is

Wassiliisia Bennis. | was born and raised in the

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

communities of DlIlingham and Ekuk within the Bristol Bay
drainage. M famly grew up fishing and living off the
land. |'mhere for ny famly, grandparents, parents,

brot hers, sisters, ny sons, daughter, grandchildren and

t hose yet to cone.

Over the last ten years, | have cone and testified
because | see the Pebble Mne taking away our way of life.
It's been over 100-plus years that ny famly had |ived off
this land, and when I think of what the Pebble M ne can do
to harmour traditional values and have a nmgjor inpact to
our water and land, it breaks ny heart and brings tears to
ny eyes back then and now.

When you are processing our natural resources wth
fish fromsplitting, snoking, salting, canning and
freezing, you cannot speak or teach about it. You have to
experience it and do it hands-on. The process of
gat heri ng subsi stence food is sonething we have done for
generations. The inpacts to our traditional values is
I nval uabl e, the inpact and | oss of our natural resources
fromsal non, small and | arge gane, our berries and plants
and our natural renewable resource. | ask you to pl ease
make w se deci sions and | ook at the long-terminpacts to
us as i ndi genous peoples and | ook at permt protections
for the entire Bristol Bay watershed. | cannot say

not hi ng nore than that has not al ready been said.
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And | am not beyond begging you. | am beggi ng you,
beggi ng you to stop this destruction and not be a part of
destroyi ng our |l ands and our way of life.

Thank you.

Now | want to present a fornmal comment fromthe
Bristol Bay Native Corporation. |'mthe chief
adm nistrative officer, and | was authorized to read a
resolution that our full board of directors passed at
their neeting just held. So | want to read it inits
entirety. So if | can start, it's Bristol Bay Native
Association. It's Resolution 2017-06. |It's a resolution
affirmng BBNA' s opposition to |large scale netallic
sulfide mning activity in the Bristol Bay watershed and
supporting actions for the protection of our renewabl e
resour ces.

Whereas, the Bristol Bay Native Association is an
Al aska Native regional nonprofit corporation and tri bal
consortium made up of 31 federally recognized tribes from
the Bristol Bay region of Al aska; and,

Whereas, villages in the region have a deep cul tural
reliance on the harvesting and sharing of renewabl e
resources |like fish for subsistence. The Yup'ik, Al eut
and At habaskan peopl es benefited fromthese waters for
t housands of years. Traditional practices tie famlies

t oget her through the passing of know edge from one
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generation to the next; and,

Whereas, the protection of the world class natural
resource in Bristol Bay and the Al aska Peninsul a i ncl udi ng
econom cally and culturally val uable fisheries and
ecosystem whi ch sustains themis in the highest public
I nterest; and,

Wher eas, the watersheds of the Bristol Bay and Al aska
Peni nsul a regi on support the world's nost prolific wild
sal non runs and renewabl e resources that have been
harvested sustainably for m |l ennia; and,

Whereas, the comrercial salnon fisheries of Bristo
Bay account for the world's nost valuable wld sal non
fishery and typically supplies alnost half of the world's
w | d sockeye sal non; and,

Wiereas, the Bristol Bay region is conprised of other
I nportant commercial sports and subsistence fisheries,

I ncl udi ng many sports fisheries for numerous freshwater
species in the Bristol Bay watershed; and,

Whereas, the Bristol Bay Native Associ ation
recogni zes that large scale netallic sulfide mning |ike
t he Pebble M ne will have unacceptabl e adverse i npacts on
the waters, fisheries, wldlife and indi genous people from
the Bristol Bay region; and,

Whereas, in 2006 the BBNA board adopted Resol ution

06- 37 opposing large scale mning in Bristol Bay until
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studi es unequi vocally prove it can be done with no net
| oss to subsistence resources |like fish and wldlife; and,

Whereas in 2012, the BBNA board adopted Resol ution
2012- 04 supporting proactive EPA action using their
aut hority under Section 404(c) of the Cean Water Act to
| npose proposed restrictions on the devel opnent of the
Pebbl e deposit, but litigation has stopped the EPA from
finalizing necessary restrictions to protect fish and
wildlife habitat; and,

Wher eas, the Environnental Protection Agency's fi nal
Bri stol Bay Watershed Assessnment of 2014 confirnmed very
significant and irreparable | osses of fish and wildlife
habitat, spawning streans and |lands will occur if the
Pebbl e deposit is devel oped at any scal e; and,

Whereas, in 2014 voters in the state of Al aska
approved the Bristol Bay Forever Initiative with nearly
two-thirds in favor show ng support of Al askans from
across the state to add extra | ayer of protections for the
1972 Bristol Bay Fisheries Reserve in regards to | arge
scale netallic sulfur mning and require proof of no harm
in the fishery; and,

Wher eas, despite after over a decade of BBNA and
ot her st akehol der opposition to proposed | arge scal e
mning in the Bristol Bay watershed, entities continue to

push forward with their mning proposals in Bristol Bay;
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and,

Whereas, there are different initiatives at the state
and federal |evel that would contribute to the protection
of the Bristol Bay watershed fromlarge scale netallic
sul fide mning including, but not limted to, anending
Title XVI in the Al aska Constitution, conpleting EPA s
Bristol Bay 404(c) determ nation, creating regul ations
fromthe approved Bristol Bay Forever Initiative, creating
a process for designation of Qutstanding Natural Resource
Waters at the Koktuli River, and others.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the full board of
directors of the Bristol Bay Native Association that BBNA
reaffirms its opposition to large scale netallic sulfide
mning in the Bristol Bay watershed.

Be it further resolved that the Bristol Bay Native
Associ ati on urge stakehol ders and deci si onmakers to work
t oget her and adopt necessary actions for the protection of
the Bristol Bay watershed fromlarge scale netallic
sulfide mning. The initiatives previously stated are
sone ways to achieve this goal

Signed, Fred T. Angasan, Chairnan of the Board. The
resol uti on passed at the foregoing, on the 23rd day of
March, 2017 at a duly called and convened neeting and that
a quorum was present. Signed, Robert Heyano, Secretary.

Done.
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MR. SHANE MCCOY: Good eveni ng, everybody.
Good eveni ng, everybody. Can you hear ne now? Perfect.
Ladi es and gentlenen, | would |like to thank you on behal f
of the United States Arny for participating in our scoping
process. As there are nmany individuals who would |like to
provide input into the scope of our docunent, we ask that
you pl ease be respectful of others if they participate.
Pl ease note, all public comments will be nade publicly
avail abl e, including the contact information of that
conment er .

|'"d l'ike to point out a couple of posters over here
today. That is a rough draft of the NEPA process. W are
In the second blue box, the public comment scoping period,
a very inportant period in the devel opnent of the
envi ronnental inpact |evel of analysis. Please note the
ot her poster to the right gives sone tips on providing
effective comments to help i nformour scope during the
publ i c coment peri od.

Your input will be used to informa range of
alternatives, resource issues to be anal yzed, nmethods used
for analysis, and potential mtigative neasures throughout
t he eval uati on of Departnent of the Arny's permt
application for discharge of dredge and fill nateri al
submtted by the Pebble Limted Partnership.

The United States Arnmy Corps of Engi neers Al aska
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District is required to review the permt application and
wll serve as the | ead federal agency for the
envi ronnental inpact statenment |evel of analysis. |In
addition to the district's permt evaluation and deci si on,
there are two other federal agencies that will need to
eval uate the proposed i npacts and nake subsequent
decisions. These are the United States Coast Guard for a
bri dge over the Newhal en R ver and the Departnent of
I nterior Bureau of Safety and Environnmental Enforcenent
for the gas pipeline proposed on the Quter Continental
Shelf. The three federal agencies will use the
envi ronnental inpact statenent to informour federal
deci si ons.

We are here toni ght because the first step in witing
t he environnmental inpact statenent is to determ ne what we
shoul d anal yze in the docunent. This process is called
scoping. The applicant's proposed i npacts as described in
the Departnent of the Arny permt application are of
primary inmportance to the scope of our docunent. The
framewor k of our docunent nust have a nexus to the
proposed i npacts under the jurisdiction of the three
federal agencies. W have posters on this wall and a
brief video to describe the proposed project. | will show
the video right after this introduction.

You can provide your input into what we shoul d
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anal yze in several ways. There are conputers which wll
all ow you to geo-reference your input directly over there.
You may mail in or hand-deliver your input to anybody wth
a nane tag on, or you can drop themoff at the sign-in
table. You nay speak directly to the court reporters in
the rear of the room O you may choose to view the
project information and submt your infornation from an
external conputer on our project website,
pebbl eproj ecteis.com all one word. W w Il have
recorders, as well, if you prefer to have transcri bed
later. |If you have prepared a witten statenent, please
provide it -- that you wll be reading to our recorder,
pl ease provide it to our recorder so that they may
accurately capture the comment you're providing.

| f you choose to listen to others who are speaki ng
their comments to a court reporter, please limt the
background noi se for the ease of the reporter to precisely
record the individual's input.

Wth that, | wll turn on the video.

(A video was shown.)

MR, SHANE MCCOY: | have been asked what
the Corps' role is in this process. W are the |ead
federal agency. Like | nentioned, there are two ot her
f ederal agencies that have to nake the decision wth

regard to the EIS process. Let ne be clear. As a
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permtting agency, the United States Arny Corps of

Engi neers' reqgulatory programis neither a proponent nor
an opponent for the project, but instead are tasked with
provi di ng an i ndependent anal ysis of the potenti al
alternatives, the potential inpacts and potential benefits
of the proposed project.

At the end of the NEPA process, at the end of the
envi ronnental inpact statenent, it is not a decision at
that point, but rather information to be used to --
information to be used to nake deci sions by the three
federal agencies. The three federal agencies will at that
poi nt devel op a record of decision and they wll make
t hei r deci si ons.

Under stand that right now the scoping period has been
ext ended an additi onal 60 days. The close of the public
comment period, this portion of the NEPA, National
Envi ronnmental Policy Act, process is June 29. W wll
continue to take coments until that tinme, and that w |
Informthe scope of our analysis. The comments received
after that tinme will be added to the public coments for
t he next public comment period, which will be at the draft
envi ronnental inpact point in the project.

At this tine, nyself, Katie McCafferty, M ke Montone
are here fromthe Corps of Engineers if you have any

questions about our role or the process. There is an
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I ndi vidual fromthe State, as well, if you have any
questions for the State. And we have other fol ks here
fromour third-party contractor to help al so describe the
pr ocess.

But on behalf of the United States Arny, | would |ike
to thank you for participating in the public process,
taking the tine today, hel ping informour decision and our
framework for the EIS | evel of analysis associated with
t he environnmental inpact statenent.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  Are you
t aki ng questions?

MR. SHANE MCCOY: | ammnot, but I wll on
t he side.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Can you at
| east explain the testinony process?

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Yeah. The testinony
process, as | indicated earlier, it is a public process to
provi de comments [inaudible]. W have conputers that are
| i nked to our project website. You can go independently
at your own |eisure to evaluate and anal yze the
i nformati on on our website. Understand the Corps' process
is a clear, transparent process. Wat | nean by that is
the project website has an awful |ot of information
avai l able, including the permt application, a bunch of

basel i ne informati on, many ot her studies that we are
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taking a hard | ook at to determ ne what infornmation we can
use in our anal ysis.

Public comments are publicly avail able. Cbviously
the information provided by the commenter, as well as a
whol e bunch of other information is on our public website.
W intend to keep it as realtinme as possible, including
updating in realtinme your comrents that you are providing
I n our computers tonight.

Pl ease do understand that this is the first public
opportunity to help informthe scope of our analysis for
this environnental inpact statenent. --

So again, thank you for taking the tine. Thank you.
If you have any questions, please feel free to engage us.
And again there wll be another public coment opportunity
at the draft inpact statenent.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Just one
question for everybody. [Inaudible.]

MR. SHANE MCCOY: BSEE is the Departnent
of Interior's Bureau of Safety and Environnent al
Enf orcement. After Deepwater Horizon, BSEE was forned
with BOEM fromthe M nerals Managenent Agency. So their
permt authority is they're looking at a right-of-way for
t he gas pipeline on the Quter Continental Shelf, specific
to the Quter Continental Shelf.

There is a fact sheet avail able on the table as you
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signed in that the Bureau of Safety and Environnental
Enf or cement has provi ded and expl ains what their role is.
Agai n, the Coast Guard, they have one permt decision to
make with regards to navigation for a bridge over the
Newhal en River. And then our jurisdiction is discharge of
dredge or fill material into the waters of the U S. or
anything that may affect the course, condition, capacity
or | ocation of navigable waters.
MS. BETTY GARDINER My nane is Betty

Gardiner, and | amhere representing the federally
recogni zed Cl arks Point Tribal Council. W are |ocated
across the Nushagak Bay just a short distance from here.
Qur tribe and all its tribal nenbers are greatly concerned
about the inpacts posted by the Pebble M ne.

As you may know, the Nushagak Ri ver confluences with
t he Mul chatna and the Koktuli R vers whose upper -- whose
upper reaches lie within, under and around the Pebble
deposit, and over the years, | have becone very famliar
wth the proposed project. | need you to understand that.
You nmay think that because Carks Point is down the river
fromwhere the actual mnes wll be that we are not going
to be hurt by this mne. That's not true. W are going
to be affected by this mne. There is no doubt about it.

As part of the current scoping project, | need you

to -- | got ny glasses today and they are just a little
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bit goofed up. As part of the scoping process surroundi ng
the Pebble permt application, we have asked that
community nenbers and tribes |ike the d arks Point Council
to identify certain areas or topics that | believe are
i nportant for the U S. Arny Corps to review as part of its
envi ronnental inpact statenent. As such, | would like to
see a full conprehensive analysis of the possible direct,
I ndirect and cunul ative effects to the foll ow ng:
Cul tural resources and subsistence. Inpacts to cultural
resources (historical and prehistorical sites) and direct
destruction of cultural resources fromthe Arny Corps --
t hese gl asses are just bum

Ckay. Inpacts to the cultural resources (historical
and prehistorical sites) and direct destruction of
cul tural resources fromall project conponents; the
| ong-term nmul ti generational inpacts to traditional
know edge; inpacts to the subsistence harvest patterns,
subsi stence val ues and beliefs, subsistence hunting and
fishing due to habitat destruction and fragnentati on and
| oss of access. As the Nushagak River is downriver from
t he Koktuli and Miul chatna Rivers, which are prinary
sources of our subsistence fish and gane harvest, any and
all potential inpacts to wildlife, including all aquatic
species, mammal s, birds, nmarine manmal s, and bi g gane

species from habitat destruction and | oss, behavioral
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di sturbance or accidental environnental damage nust be

anal yzed.

Sal non. Inpacts to all five species of sal non and
sal non habitat -- Chinook, coho, sockeye, pink and chum
sal nron fromthe Koktuli, Milchatna and Nushagak drai nages;

I npacts fromthe destruction of the culverts inpacting
fish passage; long-termcontam nation from m ne effl uent
and dust deposition in water, accidental spills and
tailings damfailures, pipe failures, water quality,

I ncreased erosion and sedi nent ati on.

Surface and groundwat er hydrol ogy. Inpacts to
surface water from changes in streamfl ow, dans and
effluent, water bal ance, flood nagnitude and frequency,
wet | ands, | akes and ponds filling, surface water
extraction fromall proposed Pebbl e project conponents and
during construction, operation and cl osure phases.

M5. DIANE WETTER My nane's D ane Wetter
Li ke the sal non who return to their natural streans every
summer, |, too, feel a call to return to ny birthplace. |
was born and raised in the fishing village of Ekuk.

As far back as | can renenber, we fished. |, along
with ny famly and nmany others, return each year to
subsi st and comrercial fish. W are third and fourth
generation participants in the fisheries. Even though so

nmuch has changed, everything that is inportant is still
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there. Five species of salnon still return.
Mul ti generational famlies still cone together to harvest
t he sal non for incone and food. Comercial fishing and
putting up subsistence fish is hard work. It's not a
chore, though. It's what | do with love. It is who |I am

It is in the noments as | participate in the fishery
| becone aware of the inportance of this place. M body
and soul are rejuvenated. The snall voice deep within
says | amtruly hone. These sentinments are shared by many
who participate in the fishery, even those who have only
cone recently.

| amgrateful the |largest salnon run on the planet is
right outside ny cabin. | amgrateful that the ol der
generation still teaches the younger generation to find
fulfillment in hard work. W have a spiritual connection
to this natural world. This entire |life is dependent on
sal non. Sal non provide an incone. Sal non feed us.
Sal nron gather famlies together. Sal non renews the soul.
In wwnter I mss all of this, but I have al ways been

conforted by the thought there is always next year.

Pebble Mne, if allowed, there will be no nore next
years. Pebble as planned, it will destroy all aspects of
our connection to the salnmon. | share ny story because it
Is also the story of many. | share ny story with the hope
that those who threaten this way of life will realize what
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iIs truly at stake when it cones to Pebble M ne.
MS. CATE GOVEZ: H . M nane is Cate

Gonez, and | am 16 years old. As | sit here listening to
tal k about the proposed Pebble Mne, |I slowy start to
beconme nore and nore upset about what is going on. None
of this is acceptable. MW land, ny hone, ny way of life
just being torn apart like it's a rotten piece of neat
|l eft at the dunp wth hundreds of hungry bears ready to
eat .

| understand that our fish is at risk, but we also
have to | ook at every other animal that uses this |and and
water as a food and water source. It is not just we as
peopl e and our fish being attacked. It is everything:
The birds, the noose, caribou, rabbits, otter, everything.

As a student, resident and owner of Bristol Bay, | am
t hreatened. My own hone is being | ooked at by foreigners
ready to roamin a territory they are nowhere near wel come
to explore. | have been fighting against this m ne since
| was 11 years old. | amnow 16. Having news |like this
about such dangers frightens ne.

| have spoken in front of many big nane peopl e,
I ncl udi ng Senat or Lisa Murkowski, former adm nistrator for
t he Environnental Protection Agency, G na MCarthy, the
Al aska Departnent of Natural Resources, and the newy

i ntroduced team of Scott Pruitt's office, each tine
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standing up for what | believe and proving how vital and
sacred our land is to us; each tine shedding |ight on
different views fromdifferent aged residents of Bristol
Bay; giving representatives the views com ng fromthe
younger generations.

| expect to have land to live off of when |I'm ol der.
| expect that we wll still have what is respectively our
own. |f destroying property thousands have |lived off of
for centuries is what you are trying to acconplish, please
r et hi nk.

The United States is a prine exanple, stolen fromthe
Nati ves, saying that it was found by white people, that
they created colonies here. No. Al you did was kil
Nat i ves, destroy | and, and damage what wasn't yours to
take. Look at the United States now. \Wars, violent
protests, nmass shootings. W are going down.

Al aska is pure. CQur land, our environnent, our
people is all nothing to be nessed with. | am Al aska. |
amthe next tribal leader. | amthe future. And | ama
rebel to Pebbl e.

M5. SUSIE JENKINS-BRITO My nane is Susie
Jenkins-Brito. | was born and raised in Al aska, and
Bristol Bay is ny hone. M famly nakes its life in this
| and. We pick berries. W hunt rabbits, npbose, cari bou,

ducks, grouse and ptarm gan here. Qur neals are
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intrinsically tied to the seasons, but our famly's year
begins -- I"'msorry. Qur neals are intrinsically tied to
t he seasons, our food nourishing our bodies, feeding our
souls. But our lives here in Bristol Bay renew every year
with the salnon. This watershed's rivers weave through
this | and as sal non weave through our lives. They create
cl ear channel s and courses for our days and shape who we
ar e.

My husband is a fourth-generation Bristol Bay
commercial drift fishernen. H's great grandfather fished.
H s grandfather, father and brothers and he all continue
to captain boats in the bay, making our livelihoods. | am
a subsi stence and comrerci al fisherman. Together ny
husband and | are raising our nephew and two young
daughters on the values |learned while fishing: hard work
envi ronnental conservation, |eadership, teamwrk, science,
I ngenui ty, passion.

This region is honme to the world's |largest wild
sust ai nabl e sockeye salnon run; 51.3 mllion, in fact, are
forecasted to return to Bristol Bay by the Al aska
Departnent of Fish & Gane in 2018, and they are only one
of the five species of Pacific salnon that return to these
waters to spawn annually. King sal non, or the m ghty
Chi nook, stocks have failed along the Pacific Northwest

and t hroughout Al aska, yet the Nushagak Ri ver renains

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

23

abundant .

W are so fortunate, but not by luck. Qur fisheries
are our priority. W invest in good nmanagenent, science,
genetics to direct our harvest and escapenent. W protect
our way of life. Pebble undeniably threatens our region,
its people, the elders and youth and ny famly. It wll
tear up the | andscape and pose irreversi bl e danage
potential to the waters of not only Bristol Bay, but Cook
Inlet, as well the shores where | spent ny chil dhood.

Any risk, regardless of the assuned negligibility, is
arisk too great. If we are speaking in jobs and
econom cs, the State of Al aska purports the comerci al
I ndustry al one provides 14,000 jobs in this region
annually. That's a sizable -- in fact, the
| ar gest economi c driver in the region is comerci al
fishing and infrastructure that ripples out because of it,
an i ndustry driven by sal non.

Sure, there is gold in the Pebbl e deposit and copper,
as well, but the red gold in the water | will always
choose over the yellow in the ground. And there wl|l
never be a proposal of the Pebble M ne | would support
because the bottomline is this is the wong nmne in the
wrong place. Fish first, Pebble never.

MR. ETHAN JENKINS: M nane is Ethan

Jenkins. | am 12 years old. Bristol Bay is ny hone. |
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subsi stence and comrercial fish for sal non every sunmer
wth ny famly here. Fishing is inportant to ne because
the meat that we eat the nost of is salnon. The nobney
made fishing supports our famly throughout the year. |

| earn | essons on the beach and on the boat that can't be
taught in school. The risk that Pebble is nmaking could
change everything in a very bad way. The pollution could
destroy our fish habitat and | and. No Pebble M ne.

MS. KILEY CLOUSE: M nane is Kiley
Clouse, and I'm 13 years old. M fam |y subsistence
fishes for salnon every summer. M famly has been doing
this for at least five generations in Bristol Bay. | plan
to be a commercial fisherman. |I'mreally agai nst Pebbl e
M ne, and | do not think they should have the opportunity
to damage our fish, water and land. Bristol Bay has been
my honme since | was born, and I do not want it to be
rui ned by Pebbl e M ne.

MR GREGG MARXM LLER: So | would like to
comment on the proposed Pebble project as being not a very
conpatible project with this region and its values. [|I'ma
fisherman here, and I'm worried about the possible
envi ronnental danmage that will happen if they do a
| arge-scale mne or even a snall-scale mine with the dam
that they are trying to think about putting in.

| " ve seen where there has been natural disasters al
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over the world, and there hasn't been an ability for the
governnent or other people to, |ike, take care of them or
respond. Look at Puerto Rico w thout power still. W

| ook at Katrina and the people that died there. W |ook
at Flint and the poison water that they have there. And
it's still ongoing. So the response for disasters has
been | acki ng.

And to put in sonmething that isn't a disaster just
putting a ticking time bonb like this mne and waiting for
a possi bl e disaster |ike what happened to the Fraser River
Is not a very good idea. It goes against what | would
expect to be commpn sense, especially when it's not an
Aneri can-owned m ni ng conpany. And it seems to ne that
the noney is in the ground, the gold is in the ground;
| eave it there for us, you know Keep it in the ground.
And don't -- don't sell it -- sell it out.

And | think, you know, an old proverb says that when
the | ast tree has been cut down and the last river is
polluted and the | ast fish has been caught, we wll
realize that we can't eat noney. And, you know, we have a
very wel | -managed fishery that has constant returns. |It's
the last one. And | think trading that for gold in this
manner is not a good idea. Thank you.

MR. FREDERI CK ANGASAN, I11: In all of the

aspects of our governnment, there are policies and
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procedures that are proactive, and there are al so ones
that are reactive. And the Pebble M ne cannot be one of
those that falls into the reactive category. And what |
nmean is, we should not allow the mne to be devel oped and
then ten years down the road there be an earthquake that
destroys the tailings dam and then our government says to
the world, maybe we shouldn't have let this m ne be

devel oped.

It is up to the Environnental Protection Agency to
det erm ne whet her or not the Pebble Limted Partnership
can get the permts necessary to develop the mne. And
t he Environnental Protection Agency enploys 14,172 peopl e.
That is nore than four tines the entire population of this
little Gty of Dllingham How can all of the collective
m nes and brain power of 14,000 educated individuals who
all probably have degrees agree to say that they are
protecting our environnment if they allow the Pebble M ne
to devel op?

| nmean, is our existence as Bristol Bay residents
subjective to what | would call reactive policies?
mean, | do not want our children to be part of the
governnment's m stake. | do not want our famlies and our
children to becone a Love Canal or a Mount Polley damin
British Colunbia. And what are they going to do when the

tailings damfails? Not if it fails, but when it fails.
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And | say that because we live in one of the npst
geologically active regions in the world. And that is the
Pacific Rng of Fire. And it is because we live in this
part of the world that we are popul ated with vol canoes and
eart hquakes. And if the federal governnent, the
Envi ronmental Protection Agency in particular, wants to
make their determ nation based on statistics, then | have
sone here.

The Al aska Earthquake Center has reported over
150, 000 eart hquakes in the last five years, which is an
average of an earthquake being recorded sonewhere in
Al aska every 15 mnutes. 31 of those earthquakes have had
a magni tude of six or greater. 75 percent of al
earthquakes in the United States w th magnitudes | arger
than five all happen in Al aska. And the subduction zone
of the Pacific Plate sliding underneath the North American
plate has fornmed the entirety of the A aska Peninsul a,
which is why this region of the world has so nuch vol canic
and geologic activity. And this subduction zone produces
very | arge earthquakes, including three of the 12 | argest
ear t hquakes ever recorded.

And | bring that up because the people of Bristol Bay
have undoubt edly been educated on what a tailings damis.
It's just a giant hole in the ground that holds all of the

wat er and the toxic waste byproduct of mning. And it is
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because of the gravity of this mne that we have to
educate ourselves and our children on what a tailings dam
I's and what happens when a tailings damfails.

But a tailings damis designed to -- it is designed
for permanent containnent, which is to say it is supposed
to remain there forever. And how can such a structure
remain there forever when it is constructed in one of the
nost geol ogically busy parts of the world? Qur ground is
al ways shifting.

You know, our Bristol Bay region is nore than the sum
of all of its parts. And what | nean by that is whether
or not you cone fromthe Iliama Lake region or the
Nushagak Bay or the Al aska Peninsul a, any one of the
people in those communities can rightly say that they are
residents of Bristol Bay.

It is not just about the fish. It is not just about
t he nbose or the caribou or the birds or the berries. It
Is our ability to harvest and live off of each one of
t hose riches that our |and provides that gives us our
sense of identity. It is how we relate wth ourselves,
how we relate with our famly and our friends fromthis
community to that community. It is how this region
relates with the rest of the state, and it is also how
this state relates wwth the rest of the world. | nean,

the worl d knows about our exi stence because of our | and
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and our riches that the | and provides. That you wll not
get anywhere else in the world.

And how can we align ourselves with a governnent and
a country that is considering the construction of the one
thing in the world that is a mne that will destroy our
sense of identity? Because if a mne is devel oped north
of Iliama Lake, it's going to poison our water and our
| and and all of our wldlife. And it wll perneate into
every aspect of what defines us as a people.

Now, I'monly one man with one voice, but ny one
voice is anong mllions of others that are telling the
Envi ronmental Protection Agency and al so the Corps of
Engi neers the sane nessage. And that is, do not allowthe
Pebble Limted Partnership to construct this m ne because
it threatens our existence as a people.

| think I said it all.

MS. LARHAE ANGASAN. | am LaRhae Angasan,
nmot her of four. Subsistence isn't a conveni ence for us.
Subsi stence is who we are. The Nushagak fl ows through our
veins. It provides for many famlies. M famly is very
i nvol ved with hunting, fishing and gathering all ani mals.
Harvesting tinme, we use what we get and waste little. W
al so share with many, as our ancestors have. It is
I nportant to keep our |and, water and air clean so they

can continue providing for us. Every day we use or eat
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sonet hing that we have gathered from our environnent. For
any of the animals that we subsist on to go away, we nay
as well be shot.

If we don't have conpassion for our |and, what does
t hat show for our future and others? W don't want to
make -- we don't want to take any chances on toxifying our
home for a dollar.

For the mne to go through, that would be a ticking
time bonrb. WII the holding pond hold? Al it would take
I's one earthquake that would -- that would be our nodern
day Hiroshima. Wio wants to cook a neal of radiation and

serve it to their | oved ones? Wuld you want to eat it?

If our resources are stripped away, howwll we |ive and
how wi Il that pretty dollar stack up to our whol esone,
organic life? Wo will provide for us?

Qur m ghty Nushagak hel ps ne to grow strong chil dren.
Qur ancestors took care of this land for us. It is our
responsibility to take care of it for our children and our
future.

MR RICHARD ALTO To start off with, this

Pebble Mne, if they have that toxic waste in there that's
so huge and it's in liquid form | never heard of anything
that will last a lifetinme or eternity to hold that in
place. And it's going to cone out no matter what. There

I s eart hquakes down there constantly. And if we have a
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bi g eart hquake, which we are going to have, it rolls in a
wave, and it's going to roll that pool in a wave, and it's
going to spill out.

If that don't do it, after that big earthquake we are
going to have a tidal wave, and that's going to -- it
could be 3-, 400-feet high, and that's higher than that
pool is down there. It's alittle above sea level. So |
think that's going to wash it out.

But either way, it's going to kill the fish, the

Bel uga, the halibut, the cod, all the sea life, the clans

on the beaches, the birds. Everything will be w ped out.
And our sal non produce, they said $1.5 billion a
year, and | think our salmon will run forever and

eternity, which it's been running. And | think those wll
| ast a lot |longer than that gold and what it's worth. It
ain't worth as nmuch as the salnmon, we will nake off the
sal non and the halibut and everything el se that we
produce. So it's worth way nore than the gold that's in
t hat ground.

So it isn't worth it to even dig it up, to damage al
the life, all the sea life and birds and stuff. To kil
all of that is to wipe out all the villages and
everything. There won't be no fishing villages, nothing.
There won't -- we won't have to live there no nore. There

Is nothing for us to live there for. Everything has been
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killed. So I don't think it's worth it for themto dig up
this gold. It's -- it's not enough there.

So |l think -- and if -- and | know we probably can't
stop them from digging up that gold, and they are going to
dig it up. They have done it everywhere else. So | think
if they are going to dig up the gold and nake that big
pool of poison, they got to at | east take that poison with
them | don't want it here, not in ny bay, not in Al aska.
Take their poison with their gold and ASAP out of here.

So that's what | think.

It's going to -- it's going to wi pe out a |lot of
villages in Bristol Bay. A |lot of people are going to
have to nove. There is nothing for us to live there for.
We | ook forward to subsistence fishing and harvesting. W
pi ckl e, snoke -- pickle, snoke, dry, salt and live off
this food, and we won't be able to live off that food
anynore. And we neke our income off of commerci al
fishing. W won't be able to nmake that noney anynore. W
woul d have no reason to live in the village no nore if our
sea life is all dead.

So I'mso scared that they are going to go through
with this gold m ne and nake that toxic waste. So | would
| i ke everybody to think of an alternative of trying to |et
themtake their poison wwth them |If they are going to

take the gold, they have to take the toxic waste, too.
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That's all | have to say.

MR. CODY LARSON: So after -- | just
wanted to talk about -- well, a lot of things, but so I've
spent quite a bit of tine in that region and brought sone
photos today that | think | can give to you as a -- is
that part of testinony is photos, | guess? So I|'l|
descri be the photos first and then nove on to sone of ny
t hought s about alternatives.

So the first photo I"mlooking at is a spring, and it
shows sone of the upwellings there. The groundwater
connects there and is open year-round around the M ddl e
Tal ari k area. So when you are hi king around that area,
you cone across these springs fairly frequently. They are
little oases. And | think there nust be sone type of
m neral that draws caribou and other aninmals there for
drinking water. And I1'd like to see sonme nore studies
done on these types of springs and the sort of, Ilike,
bi ones that are alive within those springs. | think they
are probably fairly uni que m croecosystens, m crobi ones.

The next is a photo of Lake Iliama, and this shows
sone of the weather and recreation on the lake. So it's a
fairly large | ake and can expect those types of things.
Thi s was brought up by soneone el se who tal ked about the
ice heaves. And | recall in the spring -- so this is the

north shore of Lake Iliama, these next two pictures.
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This is the shore ice and the 40-foot-hi gh nounds of ice

t hat occur during breakup. And this is showng it to
scale with a person and a dog in these imges here. So
that's on the north shore, again, kind of between Lower
and Upper Talarik Creek areas on the north or west side of
t he | ake.

And the next two photos are highlighting sone of the
nesting and habitat areas for gull, whichis -- so the
gull eggs are -- nost of the tine gulls are flying to
i slands, but in this area they actually use the mainl and
and drop at the sane tine. Sane thing with the ptarm gan.
They wll be all breeding and very active, very |oud and
nmoving the entire area of the north end of the | ake there
and use that entire area as breedi ng grounds, but then
around the first week of June everything beconmes silent.
And that's when they all nest and stop calling attention
to thensel ves because the fox are definitely interested in
their hatch, as well. So these two photos highlight that.

And | guess by that I'mtrying to highlight the
seasonal -- the inportance to specific species during
speci fi c seasons.

So that's what brings ne to ny alternatives in
t hi nking about timng and timng activities around the
seasons. So wth, you know, mgrational birds |like that,

sone of the other birds that are in the area that |'ve
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observed in the springtine that are mgrating through are
the nesting of the snow ows. The wolves have dens al
along the noraines. So there is old noraines on the north
side of the |ake that | eave sort of -- |eave nobunds in
riffles, and those nounds are a lot of tines soft and
sandy, and the fox and the wol ves den in those
intermttently, only for a short period of tine before the
pups cone out.

And so that gets ne to the alternatives and sone
t hi ngs that should be considered in the plan is |ike
seasonal bl asting periods, so periods when there is not
the mgration of tundra swans, cackling geese or neql egs,
any type of birds at that cone through and harvesting
of -- not just the birds com ng through, but the hunters
also mgrate to the area to harvest the mgrating birds
and eggs. And so if we could consider seasonal bl asting,
seasonal trucking.

So at the sane tine, looking at that road with the
anount of traffic that road is going to be seeing it's, In
my mnd, nore of a wall than it is a road. And so if we
can consi der seasonal periods of doing that, seasonal

peri ods of going across the | ake, those are things I'd

i ke to see.
And when it cones to the road corridor, | want to see
sone studies on the bear mgrational -- the bear mgration
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that goes to the McNeil State Gane Sanctuary and refuge
and the inpact on those -- on that sanctuary. Also |ook
at the plan for the sanctuary and see if that's within the
scope of what the State designed. So the adjacent State

| ands where the transportation corridor is adjacent to the
State |l ands that are now the McNeil R ver Ganme Sanctuary.
And so that plan needs to be incorporated in assessing the
road corridor

Sone of the other studies that | haven't seen is the
Nushagak/ Mul chat na Ri vers and Recreati on Managenent Pl an,
and that would be sonething to be considered and/ or put on
the website for others to see what that plan entails. The
Bristol Bay Area Land Managenent Plan, the tribal air
report, the 2017 tribal air report |ooking at the inpacts
of wind erosion and dust specifically from you know, the
areas next to Kokhanok and what that -- you know, the
inplications of that. So there is also sone new
literature that's been conpiled by Carol Ann Wody in 2018
print, and it has excerpts fromscientific experts on
Bristol Bay and should al so be used in consideration.

Anot her concern |I've had with the baseline studies
was the tineline, and that many of the conprehensive
surveys that were done in the communities for subsistence
harvest and uses were 2005. And so |'d suggest updati ng

and redoi ng the conprehensi ve househol d surveys in the
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communi ties on subsi stence uses.

So that's sone of the logistical portions. |'m going
to submt and describe another map that | have of the
area, and this is froma website that shows floating of
t he Koktuli River, the takeout and the dropoff points,
sone of the costs that these guides charge and then how
that may inpact their businesses in recreational use of
the Koktuli River. So this is just one exanple of the
many outfitters that use that river as -- well, snall
busi nesses that nake a living fromthe recreation on that
river. And that will be submtted, also.

This is the first tinme | got to see the video, and so
the -- | think what wasn't described in the video and
maybe is online, but | haven't gotten to that point is, so
the lowgrade ore that's going to be stored and processed
for later, there is no tineline as to what later is on
t hat .

The other tineline that isn't described is the
renoval of the road. So with a four-year construction
pl an and 20-year tineline of operations, I'd like to see
the tineline of the road construction -- or road

deconstruction and alternatives to where that's going to

be st ored.
Some of the questions | still have is whether or not
that substrate will be w nd erosion proof because of the
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w nd that cones through the areas -- through that Kokhanok
corridor is -- there probably is sone FAA studi es out

t here because when they build the airports, that's
sonet hi ng they take into consideration. But | feel I|ike
if that road is built with anything smaller than crushed
stone, it wll just -- it wll blow away.

So where that crushed stone is going to cone fromfor
t hat substrate and then where wll that substrate end up.
Is that substrate going to be potentially acid generating?
But yeah, it's a 24-year project. W can't have -- that's
al ready going to have a permanent tailings dam we can't
be consi dering having a permanent road or port facilities
in place, either. Al of that needs to go.

The last thing I1'"d like to comment on is sort of a
soci al inpact that |I've already seen and that is real, is
tangible, is -- within our region we have -- our community
| eaders have really been resilient and been able to solve
every riddle or problemof how to adapt our communities
and cultures to sone of the hurdles that globalization and
commercial interests have thrown at our communities.

So the comercial fishing industry is sonething that
was introduced to our communities. And fortunately it has
conpati ble values to the values within our region in terns
of intact ecosystens, you know, or fishing communities.

And so that industry, as well as the health care industry,
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so the hospitals and things |ike that, those are

conpatible industries to our values. The education

system conpatible, again, within the regi onal val ues.
So conpatibility of a new set of values with a

different industry outside of what the region has already

had to -- had to becone famliar with. So sone of the
I npacts on our social livelihood and, you know, mtigating
what that wll be, what that -- what that value -- the
change in values will be. So mtigation. | think of --

|' ve already seen the change. 1've seen fear.
That's sonething that is real. It's here. You see it
in -- you see it in -- in eyes and faces and conversations

of community and famly matriarchs, wonen who have been
providers for the well-being of our comunities, wonmen who
have rai sed 10 or 12 children and should feel no fear, see
no fear and hear no fear, but it's real and it's here.
It's fearing of the unknown. And | don't know how to
mtigate that, is the fear of waiting for a failure, or
waiting for the failure or the fear that your food is not

as it was before or when you grew up.

And | -- you know, in conversations | already see
this in, like, the Fukushi na incident. So it's sonething
you can nonitor. It's sonething you can neasure for

radi oacti ve i sotopes noving through the food webs and food

chains. But even with nonitoring and reassurances, there
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is still a real tangible fear that creates stress and
strains the comunity health and wel |l -being of the unknown
future inpacts of this.

Lastly, | guess, appendix D, the cl osure and
recl anation and details of that and tineline of that,
deadlines on that tinmeline of, you know, road renoval and
havi ng the | east adverse inpact needs to be outlined and
nore det ail ed.

| think that's all |'ve got.

MS. HAILEY CARTY: Ever since | was a
baby, |1've eaten fish. M sister Cate Gonez, she wat ched
me grow up eating fish strips on the counter. M nomis
Courtenay Carty. She is a tribe -- she works for the
tribal. It would pretty nmuch ruin all of Alaska if Pebble
M ne took away all the fish because everywhere at every
potluck we go to there is fish there. And if Pebble M ne
woul d stop that, there would be no fish in the whol e of
Al aska or anywhere, actually. And it would just ruin,
technically, all of us if fish was taken away from us
because it's one of our foods that we eat in the
conmuni ty.

And | don't know what el se what to say.

MS5. COURTENAY CARTY: For the record,

Courtenay Carty. This is ny personal testinony. | guess

It's not technically testinony since we are in a scopi ng
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nmeeting, but | guess itens for consideration for
devel opnent of the Pebble EIS.

So | cone froma fish biology and cul tural

ant hr opol ogy background and geology. | say ny degree is
in fish and rocks. | have a Bachel or of Science in
natural science. | was educated fromthis region to | earn

sign for our people so | could help translate it so it's
meani ngful for our community menbers so that we can use
science to help protect our resources and our traditional
way of life.

| worked for a couple years for the Fish & Wldlife
Service, working for the Togi ak refuge, as well as the
conservation genetics lab in Anchorage during coll ege, and
then after coll ege graduation |I cane home and worked for
the Bristol Bay Native Association. | started as a fish
bi ol ogi st intern and over tine worked ny way up to be the
departnent director and ran the natural resources
departnent at BBNA for three years before | eaving BBNA for
a couple years and going into nunici pal managenent.

Now | ' m back into the tribal world, | guess. I'mthe
tribal adm nistrator here for the Curyung Tribe. The
tribal adm nistrator is essentially the position
equi val ent of an executive director for a corporation.

| participated in tribal consultation today with sone

Arny Corps staff, so things are a little frustrating
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dealing with the Arny Corps and how this scoping process
or taking testinony is in conparison to other federal
agencies that |1've worked with in the past; Fish and
Wldlife Service and EPA, nobst notably.

The things that | really think they need to consider
in developing the EIS is significant enphasis needs to be
pl aced on cunul ative effects. Just |ooking at the m ne
site itself or just the transportation corridor, we need
to look at this picture holistically, the whol e project
holistically in all of its parts and pieces and not just
permt for one chunk and then the next chunk and then the
next chunk.

| think it's really inportant to | ook at sone of the
ant hr opol ogi cal research and i ncorporate that into the
devel opnent of the EIS, especially regarding the
ant hr opol ogy of the Dena'ina people of the Nondal ton/Lake
Cl ark National Park area, that region. The Dena'ina
people culturally -- in terns of cultural resources in the
NEPA process, nost cultural resources are | ooked from an
ar cheol ogi cal standpoi nt.

The Dena'ina, by their very practice of their
culture, they were not a wasteful people. Not that any
people really are, but in all the archeol ogi cal research
of the Dena'ina, it was very hard to find a mdden. And a

m dden in archeology is essentially a trash pile that you
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can | earn about prehistoric cultures from or past
civilizations. M ddens are al nost nonexistent in the
Dena'ina territory. And so looking sinply froma
ar cheol ogi cal standpoint is going to be conpletely
I nadequate for capturing the living culture that very nuch
exi sts on the | andscape today.

That said, | think that the research published by
Wl liamWrkman, who is a very significant anthropol ogy --
he was a professor of mne in college at UAA but he's now
retired, and I don't even know if he's |living anynore --
but he was a very significant cultural anthropol ogist,
focusing on the Dena'ina people and the people of the Cook
Inlet region. Al of his research needs to be adequately
reviewed and i ncorporated into the soci oecononm c sections
and cultural resource sections of this docunent.

| feel like a mllion people are going to speak about
fish, so I'"'mgoing to kind of skip over that, other than
fish are obviously an essential part of not only our
cultural and econom c resource, but |I think spiritually
and nutritionally, as well.

| don't know what else -- | tal ked about fish. |
t al ked about ant hropol ogy. And then geol ogy.

Let's tal k about geology for a few mnutes. | think
it's really inportant in | ooking at an ecosystem

holistically to understand that the biology on top of the
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surface of the earth is driven by the geol ogy beneath it.
For example, if you |look, like, at a desert |andscape, the
maj ority of the geology is nonolithic, one rock. It's
usual |y sandstone. And then on top of the | andscape, the
ecosystem it's shrub, grass, sone snakes, sone |izards,
you know, reptiles and snmall manmmals. |It's not a very

di verse ecosystem There's not a lot of different types
of life, and there's not a ot of abundant life. Likew se
that it's nonolithic, it's also very dry. There's not a

| ot of water.

So if you look at the Bristol Bay ecosystem we have
this huge, rich, pristine ecosystem saturated wth water
where nearly every hydrol ogical table is interconnected
wth the other. W have a vast array of plentiful
resources frommultiple different species of |arge |and
mammal s to nultiple different species of resident and
anadranous fish, as well as marine mammals. | nean, there
are resident and transient seal populations in Lake
I'liama.

So if you |look at the diversity of the ecosystemt hat
we live in in Bristol Bay and then you | ook at the
geol ogi cal picture of what everybody is after is all these
different mnerals. No wonder that we have such a rich
m neral environnent and this rich mneral ecosystem It

all cones together. The dynamcs is because we have this
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dynam ¢ ecosystem on top because we have this dynam c,
essentially, geological makeup. [If we ness with that

bal ance, we are going to ruin everything. So | think it's
very inportant that we | eave those mnerals in the ground
so that we can keep this ecosystemin place. And that
shoul d be considered as part of the EIS.

Tua-i. That neans enough. Thank you.

MS. BRUCE | LUTSI K: My concerns was about
the mne if there is a disaster that was to happen and if
it did affect the price of the fish, does Pebbl e have a
backup plan that would help to reinburse the fishernen if
sonething were to happen and affect the prices? Because
I f you | ook at Exxon Valdez in the past when the accident
of that Exxon Val dez happened, the price of fish -- even
t hough we are in a way different | ocation, the price of
fish went way down. It was upwards of $2 a pound back
then. After Valdez it started a slow decline in price of
fish.

But nmy concern was if there was a di saster at the
Pebble Mne and it inpacted the price of fish, is there a
backup pl an where Pebbl e would rei nburse the fishernen,
the permt holders, to pay for the lost price for their
fish if it did inpact the fisheries. And that's a concern
that | had about this m ne.

But other than that, its econom c devel opnent is a
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j ob opportunity for many people to get high-paying jobs,
but nmy concern is, especially with our record-breaking

fishing sumrer in 2017 and the high price of fish going

way up, |I'mjust concerned about the -- if there was
anything that did happen, that it would -- if it inpacted
the price of fish, that -- is there a backup plan that

woul d conpensate the fishernen for |ost incone?

And | think if that -- if Pebble did put in sone kind
of conpensation or give back to the permt holders |like a
| arge sum of noney |like the Exxon did, | think that woul d
ease sone of the tension. But | think right nowit's
just -- it would be safer just not to have it at this
nonent because the record-breaking fishing season we did
have in 2017 and the price of fish going way up.

| don't think it's seens feasible, but ten years with
ago when the price of fish was about 40 cents, | think, at
t he | owest, but everyone was -- that's when this Pebble
M ne kind of shot up for econom c devel opnent. The price
for sonething -- for job opportunities, but after the
rebound of the price of fish and the record-breaking fish
nunbers, | think we should hold off on it for now.

Until then, if it does go through, it would be better
to have sonething that's going to conpensate the fishernen
If there is sonething to happen like mne failure.

That was ny conment.
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MS. HANNAH HENDRI CKSON:  So | just wanted
to start by saying that ny nane is Hannah Hendrickson, and
that I"'mneither a fishernman nor a Native of this region
havi ng been born here, but | am soneone who cane in to
teach within this community, and | really want to speak
towards ny social studies degree and ny degree in history.
And that's so nmuch of what we learn in history is the
m st akes that were nmade in the past and that we need to
| earn fromthose m stakes or else we are doonmed to repeat
them And | really do hope that by this m ne not going
t hrough, that we are not becom ng sonething that people
| ook at at history as a repeat.

And when | was | ooki ng over on the screens over
there, it tal ked about the 2,000 jobs that would enter for
peopl e who are working at the mine. And | realize that if
sonet hi ng should go wong, that a |lot nore than 2, 000
people would | ose their |ivelihood with conmmrerci al
fishing.

But also that | realize that a | ot of your guys'
surveys and that kind of stuff you want to | ook back on
and see previous ones or ones fromaround the world, and I
really think that we need to stay true to this region and
have specific surveys and tests done here specifically
because it is so different fromeverything. And so often

mnes do fail. And there's sonething |ike 80 percent of
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mnes fail. And | don't want that 80 percent to al so
happen here. So | just really stress that they need to
take the tinme to do the correct surveys and the right
testing here in Bristol Bay rather than just |ooking at
ot her pl aces around the worl d.
M5. NICOLE KRAUSE: Canmai. M nane is

Ni col e Krause. M/ parents are the |ate Karen Lopez and
the late Martin "Booman" Sneaton. M grandparents are
Betty and M ckey Lopez, Jr. and the late Virgi nia Johnson
and | ate "Jackie" Sneaton, Sr. M husband is Travis
Krause of Al eknagi k. Together we have three chil dren:
Jean, Riley and Kar Lee.

| was born and raised here in Dllingham Al aska. |
have strong ties to the Bristol Bay region, to its | ands,
waters and culture. | amproud to be Al aska Native Al eut
and Filipino. | was taught to al ways introduce yourself
and be proud of who you are and where you cone from

| want to stress that the Pebble M ne does not bel ong
here, and it wll never have ny support. After struggling
for years with different health issues, four years ago |
was di agnosed with severe anaphylactic allergies. To this
day | still struggle to find things to eat that doesn't
cone fromour |ands and waters.

17 nonths ago | gave birth to our youngest daughter,

who is also very severely allergic to foods. For her she
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can't eat any neat that cones fromthe store: No beef,
chi cken, pork. She can't have any grains, no beans, no
mlk, no soy. She's |limted on her fruits and vegetabl es.
Her |ivelihood depends on our noose, our caribou, birds,
rabbit, beluga, seal, berries, and especially our fish.

Allergies just aren't in our household. They are on
the rise everywhere. What are these individuals |ike
nysel f and ny daughter going to do for food? A serious
question. This is the question | raise to all of you: |Is
our clean water, our resource for food nourishnment, growh
not worth protecting? OQur life staples cannot be bought
at a store. Qur life staples are right here, and they
wll forever be here so | ong as Pebble is not.

Even before allergies, subsistence has al ways been a
mai n staple growi ng up for nore than one reason. It
provi des healthy eating, exercise and healing. W have a
spiritual connection to our environment. W have a deep
respect for what our natural self-sustaining resources

provide to our households, our famlies and fri ends and

our personal well-being. It gives ne great pride that
mllions of people around the world travel here to get a
taste of what we eat, |ive and endure every day.

Al aska has unbel i evabl e beauty. Bristol Bay, by far,
I's the nost beautiful and rich beyond neasure wth these

nat ural self-sustaining resources.
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This project has already proven to devastate all that
we know here. The EPA wat ershed assessnent concl uded why
Bri stol Bay should be protected. Pebble's exploration
work has already left a ness. And that was just to
expl ore. Science and history has already proven why this
mne won't work here. Wiy we are still debating and
having this | oomover our heads is unclear to ne. You
know the facts just as we do. Let's not pretend that you
don't.

Pebbl e's prom se of jobs will be [imted and will be
avai lable for alimted tine. W don't need a mne to
provi de work. W work here every day year-round, and we
have for thousands and thousands of years. W hunt, we
fish, we process, we gather, we clean, we package, we
store, we prepare, we cook, we share, we eat and we
thrive. W know that a mine is not safe and cannot
co-exist here with our fishery and our natural way of life
here in the Bristol Bay.

l"mtired of being bullied by the Pebble Mne. |
want our federal and state governnment and the Arny Corps
to stand up for us, to help protect our tribal resources.
It's not only their responsibility. 1It's the right thing
to do. The Bristol Bay watershed supports the -- the
| ast -- and | argest sockeye sal non cultures on the planet.

We provide over 50 percent of the world's -- the world,
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the whole world's -- |argest sockeye salnmon. This
val uabl e resource is sacred, and it nust be protected.

It nmust be made | oud and clear the roars of our
peopl e sharing this know edge with you that there is no
pl ace for a mne here, especially Pebble.

A perfect mne does not exist. The cold, hard facts
are that a mne wll be devastating here. And there wl|l
be no recovery for its damages once Pebble has finished
destroyi ng everything we value here: Qur |ands, our
wat ers, our culture, our way of life.

| want to thank you for comng to Dillinghamto hear
our real life and serious concerns that our people are
bringing forward, but | also want to share ny frustration
that this fast-tracked short-term process with three
m nutes of limted opportunity for speaking only allows us
to shed sone light to the bigger picture you are all
| ooking at. | pray today that you are listening and you
do the right thing to stop this nmadness. Stop Pebbl e
project. Protect Bristol Bay. Protect our way of life.

Quyana. Thank you

MR, CORY HOMMRD: My nane is Cory Howard,
and | have been conming to Bristol Bay for ny entire life.
|'"'m 24 years old and following in ny father's footsteps of
running a small wel ding and fabrication business. One

shop is based out of Dillingham Al aska, and the other is
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based out of Ferndale, Washington. And | think it would
be a big, crying shane to see the world' s | argest run of

sockeye be devastated just because basically the bottom

line for the mining conpany is what their dollar -- what
their take-hone dollar is. It's not about famly. It's
not about friends. |[It's about how much noney they are

putting in their pockets.
And it would be not just an effect to our conpany,

but to all the conpanies that we go through,

52

subcontractors, as far as in Alaska here to conpani es down

I n WAashi ngton that we deal with. You know, it's -- the
bay brings -- has nore to offer than just wldlife,
sal non, which is a huge part of Al aska and Bristol Bay to

their people. And | fully support that, but it's nore

than just -- just salnmon and wildlife. It's a famly and
it's -- it's a business, and people enjoy their tine here.
And | would just hate for it to -- | would hate to see it
go away.

| think that's it.
MS. VALENCIA MANN: My nane is Val enci a
Mann. | am from Kokhanok, Al aska. Fishing is a part of
my lifestyle, and it is very inportant to nme. Wthout
subsi stence fishing in Kokhanok, there would be no point
I n goi ng back every summer because wi thout fish,

everything would be dead. |If there was a mne in
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Kokhanok, mnmy hone woul d be ruined because the dust,
debris, spills and what ever el se can happen woul d have a
bi g, bad i npact on our river where the fish conmes from

Kokhanok is known as the honme of the east wind. |If
you asked anyone fromthere, you would know how bad the
w nds are. Because of the high wi nds, the dust, debris
and whatever there m ght be can float down the river and
scare or kill off the salnmon. Wthout sal non there
woul dn't be any other ani nals because of what nost of the
animals eat, which is salnmon. They woul d die, too.
Wt hout any other aninmals, there wouldn't be any pl ants,
trees, and everything woul d be dead because of the inpact
| iving ani mal s have on our environnment.

As | get older, | want to be able to pass on our
cul tural values, and those val ues include teaching the
young how to fish, hunt and gather. W+thout the
resources, we would have no way of life. Qur young needs
to be able to experience our way of life to be able to
pass it on to our future generations. W don't want
anything ruining our way of life for our culture.

MR. TERRY MANN: Arny Corps of Engi neers,
nmy nane is Terry Mann, forner president of the Kokhanok
Village Council, tribal nenber, and |I'm a veteran, which
am proud to be a part of all of those. | amalso a board

menber of the corporation APC, which did not ask its
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shar ehol ders what we t hought about the project in our
backyar d.

| am from Kokhanok, Al aska, a village with the
proposed road, port and |life-changi ng environnent right
i n my backyard, according to this plan.

My inpacts and the world's -- ny world's view |
have five children, all of whom w thout a doubt, | ove
their way of life. Fishing, hunting and gathering al
play a vital role in their life and the world. W look to
teach thema way of |ife that has been nmaintained for
10, 000- plus years in harnony with nature. Sone changes
al ong the way, changes which don't jar the ecosystem and
cultural living that we have been accustoned to for
m || enni a.

| stand to guard this way of |ife, maintaining and
hol ding on to a way of life that has sustained us for the
ages for as long as possible. Here is a quote from
Pebble: If it's a choice between fish and m ning, we go
away. John Shively, fornmer CEQ on the website.

Here are sonme of the -- a few of the inpacts that |
have. Dust, debris, spills and high w nds. Kokhanok,
where | amfrom we call it the hone of the east w nd.
Ask any pilot who regularly flies in the area. They say
It's |li ke a tunnel of wind, which increases as it cones

fromthe coast.
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30 trucks per day going fromlliama Lake to the
coast i1s going to cause major dust pollution, noise

pol l uti on and exhaust, contam nating berries, creeks,

rivers, and the very Lake Iliama, |argest |ake in Al aska,
whi ch feeds directly the Kvichak R ver. Inpacts fromthe
trucks' footprint alone will be huge.

Kokhanok is worried about the environnment. They put
a ban on the netal berry picking device because they were
concerned it would kill the tundra in traditional berry
pi cking grounds. It was observed that it was happeni ng,
and it was made into an ordi nance.

At the mne site alone it is calmonly 2 percent of
the tinme, according to Pebble's own study. Hold onto your
hats, folks, was on their website. There wll be blasting
and novi ng of mass uni nagi nabl e scal es of ground. | can
i magi ne all the dust fromthe roads and the m ne and
surroundi ng infrastructure bl owi ng downstreamif you were.
On Kokhanok's side, the wind is a horse of a different
color, blowng hard. W have had sustained winds in the
upper 60-m | es-per-hour range. Qur w nd generator
equi pnent has peaked with gusts over 100 nmiles per hour.
It's no joke.

Fish is the nost inportant resource of the area and
the world. Bristol Bay and the streans at the headwaters

of where fish are born and cone to die each year cycle and
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mai ntain the ecosystem Fish provide an abundance of
nutrients to the land, water and wldlife. The |ast great
sal nron run should be held with the hi ghest of standards.
WIld fish is one of the healthiest foods in the world. W
can't fix it with Frankenstein farnmed fish, which is a
total flip and is one of the unhealthiest foods around.

We have told Pebble our concerns about fish that they
want us to risk in perpetuity. Forever. This is the
choice. Fish. W have said over and over and over agai n,
fish first. They don't understand what fish first neans.

This is just a fraction of nmy concerns, as three
mnutes isn't enough tine to air all of them Thank you
for your time. M nane is Terry Mann.

MS. PAGE O CONNELL: For the record, just
as sonmeone who has lived in Bristol Bay for 20 years, |I'm
now raising a famly here. | work in the field of nenta
heal th, and the people here are traunmatized by what's
happened to Al askans to this point, and to have sonet hi ng
| i ke the Pebble M ne happen is -- it's just -- it's
just -- it's wong. The people -- the culture here is at
stake; the land, the animals, the people.

| can't articulate the -- what's -- it's not worth --
| think we need to figure out a different way to survive,
continue to survive on, you know, the subsistence here and

to protect the environnent and the animals, the --
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This mne is -- it doesn't have to happen. And I
t hi nk people need to just really think about -- you know,
t hi nk about generations fromnow, think about the health
and well -being. And not just of the people of this
regi on, but of, you know, the world.

| don't know how to say, the resource here or the

natural resources here, the fish, the wldlife, the

healthy -- healthy environnent here is -- it's -- you
know, it's only -- it's one of a kind in this world. And
| just -- it's heartbreaking just to think about the

possi bl e consequences of sonething |like this.

| wwsh | had a nore scientific type of testinony to
make, but | do -- | work in nental health, and | -- the
peopl e's mental health, the well-being of the people here,
and | think, you know, we are all connected, that -- the
I npacts of this m ne go nuch deeper than financial or
resource type of values. | nean, we need to think and
f eel deeper about nmaki ng these decisions that are going to
af f ect generati ons.

And just -- this mne can't happen. | don't know. |
don't know. The people, the Yup'ik people -- | nean, you
can't put a price on a culture, a people. You can't put a
price on species, animals, a pristine place on this
pl anet .

So the scientific presentations and data, |'m not
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convinced. | think the corporations have way too nuch
power in making these decisions. | think there is
conflicts of interest. And | just -- | hope this Pebble
Mne wll not continue. And ny famly, | hope we can find
a different way to -- | hope we can all find alternatives
to having to depend on these resources that sone people
are fighting so hard to dig out of the earth. This is not
the place for a mne. | don't knowif there are places in
the world that it would be safer, but Bristol Bay is --
it's the wong place to have a gol d/ copper m ne.

That's -- | guess that's all. And I"'msorry | wasn't
prepared, but thank you for I|istening.

MR. STEVE WASSILY: M nane is Steve

Wassily, and | amoriginally fromdd arks Point down the
river. And | noved here in 1979 and | have been here
since. And | have three wonderful sons and grandki ds.
And believe it or not, | said I'ma fisherman. I|I'ma
fisherman. 1've grown up all ny life with fishing.

And what | wanted to say was that we lived off the
| and around here seasonally when | was grow ng up. That
was our store. You know how today all the food that you
buy in the stores that are processed and they are finding
cancer in this and that. And | also nentioned, did you
ever watch that real foods video? This is all fromthe

Lower 48. Do we want that happening in our backyard?
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nmean, all the chem cals and whatnot. Ri ght now we have
clean water. W are living off the | and.

Say no to Pebble Mne. And all those that are
wor ki ng on this environnental and doing this to stop
Pebble Mne hired you to keep it up. |If we are going to
live and we are going to survive, it's going to be you
stopping it. So continue. You are doing really good.
mean, thank you.

MS. REBEKAH FONKERT: And | just want to

say that | am adamantly opposed to this mne for many,
many reasons. And the Arny Corps of Engineers with their

envi ronnental inpact statenents needs to | ook at not just

how it wll affect our fishery and our water, but also our
way of life and indigenous culture here. [It's not just
fish. It is everything. It is the lives. |It's

everything for so many peopl e.

And to hurt our fishery in any way is equal to
cultural genocide, in nmy opinion. And it happened in
Washi ngton, and it coul d happen here where people | ose
their way of |ife because of the devel opnent that ruins

their fish popul ations.

And so | just would like to say, like |I said, please
study not just how it will affect our fishery, but our way
of life.

And that's about it. I|I'mgoing to do a witten
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statenent also, but I wanted to cone here and say this,
too, while you were here. And | appreciate the Arny Corps
of Engi neers com ng and taki ng our testinony today. And I
hope they take this to heart. This is everything to us,
to all the people here, the fish is.

MR. FREDERI CK ANGASAN, I11: | spoke
earlier about our federal governnent having proactive and
al so reactive policies wwth its decisionmaking. And under
t he Obama admi nistration, | applauded the EPA and its
decision to enploy its 501(c)(3) veto of the permtting
process. And | was di sappointed to hear that under the
nost vol atile president the world has ever seen, the EPA
turned itself into a reactive agency in terns of the
bi ggest, nobst controversial mne that | think is the nost
controversial mne in the world because of where the m ne
Is planning to be situated.

Wien | was maki ng ny statenment again with the mc,
t he m crophone and the other menbers in the gym | had
everybody nmake an outline of the state of Al aska wth
their hand. And the reason why | had people do this is
because | al so had them draw an outli ne between their
pointer finger and their thunb. And this imaginary line
Is where Al aska gets neeted with the Pacific plate. And
why | think that is inportant is because this particul ar

region is called a subduction zone.
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And why | think that's inportant is because the | and
that makes up the -- the |l and that makes up the earth
underneath the Pacific Ccean is pushing itself up into the
North Anerican plate where Alaska is situated. And it is
actually pushing itself under Al aska while sinmultaneously
pushing the Al aska plate up into the air. And why | think
that is so inportant is because the nobst destructive
vol canic eruptions that the world has ever seen have cone
from vol canoes that are in subduction zones.

M. Krakatoa in 1883 was called "the boom heard
around the world.” M. Krakatoa was a subduction zone
vol cano. M. Vesuvius in Italy. M. Vesuvius in Italy
that buried the Gty of Ponpeii is also a subduction zone
vol cano. Those are just two exanples of the type of
vol canoes that are called arc vol canoes.

And why that is inportant is because the vol canoes
that are on the Al aska Peninsula, M. Redoubt, M.

Pavl ov, M. Veniam nof, M. Katmai and M. Novarupta, all
of those vol canoes are what are called arc vol canoes. And
why that's inportant is because each one of those

vol canoes has the potential to bury, conpletely bury and
destroy everything around them

And |I' m pl aci ng enphasis on the vol canoes portion
because the vol canoes go hand in hand with the earthquakes

that draw -- that give themthe power. And these arc

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

62

vol canoes that draw their power from subduction zones,
they are tied in with sone of the nost destructive

eart hquakes in the world. And the Al eutians region of the
Pacific Ring of Fire has on record three of the 12 nost
destructive earthquakes in recorded history.

And what irritates ne is that I was reading through a
fact sheet fromthe BSEE. There is a fact sheet that was
provided to us as part of this neeting here that outlines
that the Pebble Mne is going to be drawing its power from
a 230-nmegawatt power plant. This power plant is going to
get its power froma 1,100-m |l e pipeline that cuts
strai ght across Cook Inlet.

| amvery irritated that the Arny Corps of Engi neers
does not outline any kind of risk assessnent of this
particul ar region plan of this m ne because Cook Inlet is
t he nost geologically active zone in Alaska. | nean, the
whol e Pacific plate is pushing right into Cook Inlet. And
Cook Inlet, of course, is hone to the second strongest
eart hquake ever recorded. You know, that is the great
eart hquake of 1964. But what al so does not get any
recognition is the 8.7 magnitude earthquake of Rat |sl ands
three years later in 1967.

But why | think that's inportant in terns of the
devel opnent of this mne is because there is no earthquake

ri sk assessnent in any kind of wording or preparation or
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pl an or devel opnent anywhere in the environnental i npact
statenent. How can they overl ook such a huge, huge risk
factor such as an earthquake that happens? Al aska has a
recorded earthquake every 15 mnutes. Every 15 m nutes
t he Al aska Eart hquake Center records an earthquake
somewhere within the state.

It baffles ne that the Arny Corps of Engineers, if
they | ooked into it at all, they have failed to include
any kind of risk assessnent or plausibility of any kind of
eart hquake preparation into their m ne devel opnent pl an,
t heir pipeline devel opnent plan, their ferry station
building. There is no -- | cannot find a single line in
t he paperwork that | was given that shows ne that they
have accounted for the possibility of an earthquake and
what they plan to do in the event that that happens.

There are 14,000 educated m nds that make up the
Envi ronnmental Protection Agency. How can no one within
t hat agency provide us wth any kind of information
related to that specific risk of an earthquake in Cook
Inlet? You know, up till now, ny sole focus has been on
my famly and nmy hone and ny region of Bristol Bay, but
today | have |l earned that ny honme region is not the only
region that will be affected. There is a whole other
ecosystem and an even greater nunber of people and

resources that would be affected by the devel opnent of
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this m ne.

There it is. | nean, they are show ng the video of
t he road devel opnent that cut across the Al aska Peninsul a
so that they can nake their 12-inch pipeline underneath
Cook Inlet. |If they create this pipeline, it is going to
be destroyed. This pipeline is going to be wecked by an
eart hquake. It doesn't matter how nmuch pl anni ng they put
into it. They cannot know that it will wthstand the
forces that cones with living in Al aska.

| mean, | am so aggravated now. On top of the risk
of the mne itself, they cannot create their own power
right there on their own site. They have to borrow their
power from another source of water -- another |and that
cuts through anot her source of water that is 1,200 mles
away. Wen were they going to tell us this? Wen were
they going to share with us that there is a whol e other
region of our state that will be affected by the
devel opnent of the Pebble M ne?

It is not the Pebble Mne's responsibility to share
this information wiwth us. It should be, but it's not.
But | do think that it is the responsibility of the
Envi ronment al Protection Agency and of the Arny Corps of
Engi neers to plug this into their adm nistration and their
pl anni ng and their oversight to know that this region of

the world is one of the nost geologically active and to
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also know that this is also the nobst wong part of the
world to construct anything that could be broken.

| was nervous initially about sharing this
i nformati on because | was not sure exactly what | would
say, but | have cone to feel strongly enough that any
nervousness or hesitation has gone away from ne because
this is -- | don't understand how this coul d have been

over | ooked; if not overl ooked, then how it woul d not be

shar ed.
| think that's all | have.
MS. ANDREA HURLEY: My name is Andrea
Hurley. I'moriginally fromdarks Point. [|I'man
ex-fisherman/woman. | fished from 1970 to 1999. And |

think they should not do the Pebble M ne because the
reason -- | have a | ot of reasons why.

Nunber one, if they put in the Pebble Mne here in
Bristol Bay or up wherever it is, | think what's going to
happen is it's going to ruin our Native way of |ife of
living, our aninals that we live off the | and, the noose,
t he cari bou, the porcupi ne, ducks, geese, our berries, our
sal non, nunber one. And if it cones down to Bristol Bay,
we won't be able to have our sal nbn anynore. W won't be
abl e to subsistence fish because of the poison in the
m ne.

And | think that it is wong. Woever wants to do

65
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t hat Pebble M ne could -- they need to think about
famlies with children, our elderly people, the way we
live off the land. And they think they could -- just
because the Pebble M ne does nmake bi g noney, they think
they could live off their noney? Hell, no. You are going
to see your noney one day, and the next day you are not
going to see it.

And you do that Pebble Mne, you guys will ruin our
| and, our subsistence way of life, our way of living, and
all that bad stuff in the mne wll make our people get
sick, our elderly people, our famlies, our children, our
crops. You think about that. Mney is nothing in this
wor | d.

The nunber one inportant thing in our lives is our
fam lies, our children, our elderly people, our community
that live off the land and all of us. You don't think of
nmoney. Mbney is nothing. Mney, you see it one day and
the next you could burn it, just |like that m ne. That
mne could go to hell because, | tell you, you guys do
that, you are w ong.

You go down to Al buguerque and you go all over where
t hey do those m nes, you see how those people are |iving
off their land, pretty darn sad. The world will end
anyway. Wiy do a mne? W got to live off our land. W

got to pick our berries. W got to make -- pick our
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berries, put up our subsistence, hunting. That's the way
we teach our kids in our famlies and our grandkids.

Now t hese days people worry about noney. Money is
not hi ng. They could go get a diplom, graduate from high
school, graduate fromcollege, get a job, a real job and
make noney that way, not by the m ne.

MS. HOLLY WYSOCKI: So |I'm Holly Wsocki

| work here in Dillingham grew up in Koliganek. |'ve
wor ked for the Pebble Partnership back in about 2005; '3,
"4 and '5. |'ve seen the damage that they have done while
in the early phases. And |I've seen the pollution of gas
fromtransporting fuel out to the site, the anount of easy
nmud that's hazardous put into the ground, which is not
really any good for the | and.

The reason why | think we are responsible to keeping
Al aska the way it is is for Al askans to speak up for the
jobs, to keep the wildlife and the renewabl e resources
clean and safe. And | don't think that having a conpany
froma different country cone in and make a | ot of nobney

off of sonething that does not help the people or the

region -- the noney will be transported out, the land w |
be ruined, and we will be stuck with hazardous waste for
life. It's self-destruction. It's -- it's not a good

thing for Al askans.

And that's it.
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MR GARY CLINE: Well, ny nanme is Gary
Cline. | was raised here in Dillingham and ny famly is
originally from Al eknagi k. | suppose |I'm here to speak
about ny concerns regarding Pebble's permt application.
In particular, |I'mconcerned about the environnental
i npacts that it nay have on our wildlife and our sal non.
You see, | just -- 2010 | recently -- seens like it was
yesterday -- graduated fromFort Lewis College wth a
bachel or's degree in international business.

And one of the reasons why | noved back hone and
after studying in Gernmany and Col orado, | was seeing the
anount of, | suppose, shortage on water in southwest Four
Corners area of U ah, Col orado, Arizona, Nevada. And
that's where | really realized how special Bristol Bay is
with the anount of resources that we have and whi ch was
like my calling to cone back hone because | didn't realize
how tied | felt to sal non and how much | was enotionally
or even spiritually connected to harvesting them

So this year | have recently applied for a loan to
buy a comrercial drift permt. |I'mwaiting on whether or
not it wll be approved or not. I'mstill in the process.
But it's for $150,000. And when | | ook at this project,
" minmredi ately concerned of what that can do to ny
| ivelihood after | buy a permt and still have to nake

t hese | oan paynents, just |ike ny student |oan paynents.
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' m | ooking at the Nushagak and the Bristol Bay
season forecast this year, and we are supposed to have
over 51 mllion salnon return. Around 22 mllion sal non
are supposed to go up the Nushagak River. That's roughly
40 percent of all Bristol Bay's salnmon run up one river.
And here we are tal king about building a mne site off a
tributary of the Nushagak River. So when | |ook at that,
possi bly 40 percent of salnon in one river in Bristol Bay
could be inpacted. And that's the bay that | grew up
fishing and | plan to fish the Nushagak this sumer.

One thing that I'mnot sure -- what's special of the
Koktuli is the anobunt of coho and king sal non in those
rivers, or those creeks. King salnon have been decl ared
In a state of energency, | believe, in 2015. And
fortunately we are bl essed here to have a robust anount of
king salmon. And | don't know what that will do to our

residents if our prized kings went away.

Anyhow, | wanted to cone here and speak about ny
concerns. |I'mgoing to | ook nore thoroughly into the new
proposed permt application. 1've spent years studying

this project before this permt application was submtted.
Now | realize that they are viewing a snaller footprint.
But I'"mworried as soon as they open the doors, there is
so nuch other mning clains in this whole area that could

di srupt the beauty and sustainability of our fisheries.
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Back when | was studying it, | was fortunate to
travel to WIlliams Lake in British Colunbia right after
t he Mount Polley m ne breach. And | was shocked because
that mne was -- it seens like the footprint to Pebble's
original plan was so nmuch snmaller. Now if they are
targeting sonething |Ii ke Mount Poll ey, the anount of
debris that that whole -- that the tailings pond
denol i shed, it denolished all those enornous trees that
they have in Wllians Lake. | nean, geez, those trees are
hunongous. They even nmake that video Carver Kings on it
where they build log homes from But it changed the whole
| andscape where it breached, and it changed the col or of
t he Qui nehaw Lake.

And I'm not sure the anmount of sulfide is in that ore
body, but | know there is sulfide concentrate here. And
just the thought that sonething |like that could breach and
go up the -- down the Koktuli down to the Nushagak R ver
W th possible acid mne drainage, it's frightening to ny
|ifelong investnent of trying to purchase this permt and
live here for the rest of ny life. And | just becane a
father, and | plan to pass down that permt to ny
four-nont h-ol d ki d.

And | certainly hope the state of Alaska will |isten
to the Bristol Bay residents, or U S. Arny Corps of

Engi neers.
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That wll be all.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 9:00 p. m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed

ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of April 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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